
5 Day Devotional

Day 1: The Unlikely Choice

Devotional
When God needed someone to carry the Savior of the world, He didn't choose a queen or a wealthy woman
from Jerusalem. He chose Mary - a teenage girl from Nazareth, a town so insignificant that people
questioned whether anything good could come from there. Mary represented everything the world
overlooks: she was young, poor, powerless, and from nowhere special.

This choice reveals something profound about God's character. While our culture puts spotlights on the
beautiful, intellectual, powerful, and rich, God operates differently. He sees potential where others see
limitations. He finds strength in what appears weak. Mary's humble circumstances didn't disqualify her;
they made her the perfect vessel for His revolutionary work.

God's choice of Mary reminds us that He doesn't need our impressive résumés or social status to
accomplish His purposes. He looks for hearts willing to trust Him, even when we don't understand His
plans. Mary's story encourages us that no matter how ordinary or overlooked we feel, God can use us in
extraordinary ways. Your background, your limitations, your circumstances - none of these disqualify you
from being part of God's kingdom work.

Today, remember that God specializes in using the unlikely. He sees your potential even when others don't.
He values your willingness over your worthiness. Just as He chose Mary from nowhere special to change
everything, He can use you right where you are to make a difference in His kingdom.

Bible Verse
'In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to
a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was
Mary.' - Luke 1:26-27

Reflection Question
In what ways do you feel overlooked or insignificant, and how might God want to use those very
circumstances for His purposes?

Quote
Our culture often puts a spotlight on those we think deserve it. It's the beautiful, the intellectual, the
powerful. It's the rich, but not in this story.

Prayer
Lord, thank You for choosing the unlikely and overlooked. Help me see myself through Your eyes, not the
world's standards. Give me the faith to believe You can use me, regardless of my limitations or
circumstances. Amen.

Day 2: Surrendering the Agenda

Devotional



When the angel Gabriel delivered the most shocking news imaginable, Mary's response reveals the heart of
true discipleship. After her initial questions, she didn't say "woe is me" or "not me, I don't have time for
this." Instead, she declared, "I am the Lord's servant. May it be to me as you have said."

The word "servant" that Mary used comes from the Greek word "doule," which literally means slave. This
wasn't a casual commitment or a part-time job offer. Mary was saying she would completely surrender her
own agenda to become the Lord's instrument. She was choosing to trust God even though she didn't fully
understand what lay ahead.

This kind of surrender challenges us deeply. We live in a culture that celebrates self-determination and
personal autonomy. We're encouraged to chase our dreams, follow our hearts, and make our own way. But
Mary shows us a different path - one where we willingly set aside our plans to embrace God's purposes,
even when they seem impossible or inconvenient.

Surrendering to God doesn't mean becoming passive or losing our identity. Mary remained fully herself
while becoming fully available to God. Her surrender actually empowered her to participate in the most
significant event in human history. When we trust God with our agendas, we discover that His plans for us
are far greater than anything we could imagine for ourselves.

Bible Verse
'I am the Lord's servant,' Mary answered. 'May your word to me be fulfilled.' Then the angel left her. -
Luke 1:38

Reflection Question
What personal agenda or plan are you holding onto that God might be asking you to surrender for His
greater purpose?

Quote
Mary is saying, I will put my agenda aside and become the Lord's instrument because I trust, even though I
don't understand.

Prayer
Father, like Mary, I want to say 'yes' to Your plans even when I don't understand them. Help me trust You
enough to surrender my agenda and become Your willing servant. Give me the courage to follow wherever
You lead. Amen.

Day 3: A Revolutionary Song

Devotional



Mary's response to God's incredible news wasn't just acceptance - it was an explosion of prophetic
worship. Her song, known as the Magnificat, has been called "the most revolutionary document in the
History of the World." This wasn't a gentle lullaby but a bold declaration that would challenge power
structures for centuries to come.

Mary sang about God bringing down rulers from their thrones while lifting up the humble. She proclaimed
that He fills the hungry with good things while sending the rich away empty. This teenage girl from
nowhere was announcing that the baby she carried would completely reverse the world's order. Her song
was so revolutionary that some missionaries were warned not to read it publicly because it might start
riots.

What's remarkable is that Mary understood the significance of what God was doing through her. She
recognized that this wasn't just about her personal blessing but about God's plan to transform the entire
world. Her baby would be "God with us" - not just a nice addition to the world, but a complete
game-changer who would pave the way for future hope.

Mary's song challenges us to see beyond our immediate circumstances to God's bigger picture. When God
works in our lives, it's never just about us. He's always working toward His greater purposes of justice,
mercy, and restoration. Our role is to join His revolutionary work of bringing His kingdom values to earth.

Bible Verse
'And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been
mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the
Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name.' - Luke 1:46-49

Reflection Question
How does Mary's revolutionary song challenge your understanding of what God wants to accomplish in
and through your life?

Quote
E. Stanley Jones, a famous scholar, called this song the most revolutionary document in the History of the
World.

Prayer
Lord, open my eyes to see Your revolutionary work in the world. Help me understand that when You work
in my life, it's part of Your greater plan to bring justice and hope to the world. Make me a willing
participant in Your kingdom revolution. Amen.

Day 4: God Enters the Mess

Devotional



Mary's story wasn't picture-perfect. She was an unwed teenager facing social disgrace, potential rejection,
and an uncertain future. Her circumstances were messy, complicated, and far from ideal. Yet this is exactly
where God chose to enter human history. The mess became the message.

God didn't wait for perfect conditions or ideal circumstances. He didn't choose a sanitized, comfortable
setting for the Incarnation. Instead, He entered into the real world of human struggle, uncertainty, and
brokenness. Jesus was born into poverty, raised in obscurity, and lived among the marginalized. He left His
throne to become poor for you and for me.

This truth offers incredible hope for our own messy lives. We often think we need to clean up our act
before God can use us, or that our circumstances need to be perfect before we can serve Him effectively.
But Mary's story shows us that God specializes in working through imperfect people in imperfect
situations.

Your struggles, your uncertainties, your broken places - these aren't disqualifications from God's service.
They're often the very places where God wants to demonstrate His power and grace. Just as He entered
Mary's complicated world to bring salvation, He enters our messy lives to bring hope, healing, and
purpose. The mess doesn't disqualify the message; it often becomes the platform for God's greatest work.

Bible Verse
'The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.' - Luke 4:18-19

Reflection Question
What 'messy' area of your life might God want to use as a platform for His grace and power?

Quote
The mess is the message. And yet God enters into that mess.

Prayer
God, thank You for entering into the mess of human life. Help me trust that You can work through my
imperfect circumstances and broken places. Show me how my struggles can become a testimony of Your
grace and power. Amen.

Day 5: Living the Revolution

Devotional



Mary's prophetic song wasn't just about future hope - it was a call to present action. Jesus lived out His
mother's revolutionary vision throughout His ministry, consistently elevating those society marginalized
and challenging systems of oppression. Now, as His followers, we're called to embody this same
revolutionary spirit in our daily lives.

God is on the side of the hungry, the poor, the oppressed, and those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness. This isn't just a nice sentiment; it's a call to action. We're not meant to conform to injustice
and violence but to embody the world as God envisions it. This means caring for the least of these,
practicing radical forgiveness, and standing with those who have no voice.

The revolution Mary sang about continues today through ordinary people who choose kingdom values
over worldly standards. It happens when we choose compassion over competition, generosity over greed,
and justice over personal advantage. It's lived out in small acts of kindness, bold stands for truth, and
consistent care for those society overlooks.

Mary's song challenges us to examine our lives: Are we living with kingdom values or conforming to
worldly standards of power and wealth? Are we part of God's revolutionary work of restoration, or are we
maintaining systems that keep people down? The same God who chose Mary to change the world is calling
us to continue that revolutionary work today.

Bible Verse
'Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in."' - Matthew 25:34-35

Reflection Question
In what specific ways can you live out Mary's revolutionary vision by caring for the marginalized and
oppressed in your community?

Quote
What we need is not to conform to injustice and violence, rather embody that world as God envisions it.

Prayer
Lord, make me an agent of Your kingdom revolution. Help me see the hungry, the lonely, and the
oppressed around me. Give me the courage to stand for justice and the compassion to care for those society
overlooks. Use me to continue the work You began through Mary and Jesus. Amen.


